
Questions of the Hour,
News of the Churches,

Monographs, .

Editorial Notes,

Sanuar?, 1898

fssuye
STORAGE



f

WILLIAM E, JENKINS,

Publisher, Bookseller, Stationer and Printer,

Publisher and Importer ol FRENCH BOOKS.

S51 & 853 SIXTH AVENUE,
N.W. Cor. of 48th Street, TSTEW YORK.

CARD ENGRAVING, STAMPING, WEDDING INVITATIONS,

PIOTURE8 A1ST3Z> PICTURE FRAMING,
SEND FOR CATALOGUE.

MILLER, SLOAN & WRIGHT,

A PAPER, t»
65 and 67 DUANE STREET,

NEW YORK.

Paper of all Kinds for Publishers’ Uses.

The Herald of Mission News
Will appear in future in an enlarged form, under the name of

“Olive Trees.”
A Monthly Journal devoted to Missionary Work in the

Reformed Presbyterian Church, U. S. A.

TEH VIS

:

1. Tlie price of the paper
will be 50 cents a year,

strictly in advance

;

62 cents

when mailed to subscribers

in Nciv York City and to

foreign countries.

2. Subscriptions can begin

any time, but must end with
the calendar year.

3. No subscriptions will

be received for more than
one year in advauce.

4. Free copies will be mail-

ed only to exchanges, and
to one In each congrega-
tion who will send us news
items.

Clean advertisements will

be itiserted on the cover, at

tlie rate of one dollar for

one-sixth of a page, or one-

quarter of a column, for one
insertion; 50 cents for each
additional insertion.

325 W. 56th STREET. NEW YORK.

MACKEOWN’S
Eyesight Testing Rooms for Spectacles,

24 East 42d Street,

NEW YORK.

WM. McCLEAN’S SON,

FUNERAL DIRECTOR

AND EMBALMER. , .

569 SEVENTH AVENUE, NEW YORK.

Between 40th & 41st Sts.



OLIVK TREES
A Monthly Journal devoted to Missionary Work in the Reformed Presbyterian

Church, U. S. A.

No. JANUARY. 1898. 1.

4..
'

: -- V -
:

' ==

QUESTIONS OF THE HOUR.

THE COLORED PEOPLE OF THE
SOUTH.

Rev. R. J. Mc.Isaac
,
Selma, Ala.

The Race Problem is a trite subject, and

one feels almost like offering an apology

for obtruding it upon public notice
;
yet

there are probably a good many who think,

as the writer once did, that this question

was settled finally when the power of the

Confederacy was broken and slavery was

abolished, and, by constitutional amend-

ments, the same civil rights and privileges

were guaranteed to negroes that are en-

joyed by the whites.

This was indeed a settlement of the

question, after a fashion, upon paper; but

it was far from being a settlement of it in

reality. At best it was but a step in the

solution of a problem which it will prob-

ably take centuries to solve
;
and it is a

step which will prove to have been well-

nigh valueless unless it is followed up by

others which are of even more vital impor-

tance. It was easy for a master, by a few

strokes of his pen, to give a slave his legal

right to freedom
;
and it was not such a

difficult achievement for this great nation,

through its chief executive, to confer this

legal right to freedom on more than three

million slaves. But it is a difficult thing

to make a slave, in the true sense of the

word, a freeman ; and it was an under-

taking beyond the power even of this great

nation to transform at once, by a simple

proclamation, three million slaves into three

million freemen. This was but the declara-

tion of the nation’s will ; the deed, if ever

accomplished, must follow, and it will re-

quire long patience and persistent effort

to secure its accomplishment.

There is happily no longer any need for

strife and bloodshed. Indeed it would

probably have been better if there had never

been any of this ; but there is need for

moral conquest—for a higher courage and

devotion than are to be found amid the

shock of armies. If, then, it required five

terrible years of strife to make the slaves

free in name, how much greater expendi-

ture of time and energy will it require to

make them free in reality—to correct not

only those faults of character that have

been ingrained into them by centuries of

servitude, but also those which are due to

an unbroken past of barbarism and heathen

degradation.

Too much cannot be said in condemna-

tion of slavery because of its baleful effect

on the moral character of both the subject

and the dominant race
;
yet, in the case of

the negro, we must remember that not

only has he been long subjected to this

evil influence, but he has behind him no

civilized past, however remote, out of

which he might reconstruct his manhood,

no national traditions which might be at

once an incentive to effort and an earnest

of success. The Dark Continent gives out

no rays of light to guide and cheer her
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children that have been removed to other

lands. Is it to be wondered at, then, if

they still “ stumble upon the dark moun-

tains ”?

We naturally become impatient for signs

of progress now that more than thirty

years have elapsed since the colored people

were given their freedom, but when all the

conditions are taken into consideration, we
ought rather to be surprised at the amount

of progress, small as it is, that has been

made. When the colored people were set

free they had no capital whatever except

their ability to labor; and this, although

by no means to be despised, was of itself

not sufficient to secure their success in the

battle of life. It needed to be supple-

mented by the ability to economize, to

manage, and to look ahead—something in

which the negro, both by nature and by

his training in the school of slavery, was

sadly deficient.

Perhaps there is nothing more discour-

aging to one who is interested in the ad-

vancement of the colored people than the

character of the younger generation. They

seem, in a great many cases, to have lost

the virtues of slaves, without to any great

degi’ee acquiring the virtues of freemen.

There is something attractive in the char-

acter of the old people, who have borne

the yoke and learned gentleness and sub-

mission in the severe school of bondage,

but one looks in vain for this charm in the

majority of those who are growing up un-

der the new regime. One is sometimes

almost tempted to think that after all

emancipation may have been a mistake,

and indeed one would be almost compelled

to think so if he had not strong faith in

God and man. But in reality it is by no

means surprising that the present genera-

tion of colored people should not make a

good use of the freedom which they have

acquired. It is but natural that there

should be a reaction from the rigor of pre-

vious bondage to the abuse of present free-

dom, and that, in many cases, liberty should

degenerate into license.

The older people have learned obedience

by the things which they have suffered
;

but the younger, intoxicated with their fan-

cied freedom, and incapable of self control,

are the easy prey of every passing tempta-

tion. When we consider what a poor use

is made of their advantages by so many
among the so-called higher races, we ought

not to become too much discouraged be-

cause this younger generation of colored

people, who are growing up under the new
and, to them, untried conditions of free-

dom, make but a poor use of the advantages

they enjoy, and do not seem to show much
appreciation of what has been done for

them. This reaction is indeed most dis-

couraging, but it is only what was to be

expected. Indeed it speaks well for the

colored people that it has not proved ab-

solutely destructive.

Besides these hindi’ances to their ad-

vancement, which are rather of a subjective

character, there ar-e others due to their

surroundings—objective difficulties which

they often find it impossible to overcome.

The soil throughout most of the South-

ern States is light, and yields but a small

return for the farmer’s labor. Although

the market value of the land is low, yet the

rent which the tenant farmer has to pay is

high, because there are so few who want to

buy land, and so many who want to rent

it. Both the soil and climate of the Gulf

and South Atlantic States are best adapted

to the growth of cotton, and this is conse-

quently the leading and almost the sole

product of this region. Cotton is the most

remunerative crop that the farmer can

plant, and it is a product for which there

is always a market
;
yet this very fact has

had a disastrous effect on the agricultural

prosperity of the South, for no country

can be permanently prosperous that de-
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pends solely on some one production. Bad

years will come when the crop is a failure,

or low prices will prevail, as this year,

when the crop is good, and having nothing

else to fall back on, and almost all the

necessaries of life to buy, the tenant farmer

loses everything he may have accumulated,

and becomes involved in debt, from which

there is little hope of his ever extricating

himself.

The colored farmers of the South need

to engage in a more varied system of agri-

culture, and raise such things as they need

for their own home consumption
; but it is

difficult for them to do this, because, by

the terms of their rent contracts, they are

compelled to plant almost their entire hold-

ings in cotton, in order to secure to the

laudowner his rent. As a general rule,

when the crop is gathered and marketed,

and expenses paid off, there is nothing left

to live on during the winter, and the tenant

farmer has to get provisions and other

necessaries on credit to keep him over an-

other year. Not having any property to

secure this debt, he gives a mortgage on

his next crop
;
and as this sort of security

is more or less uncertain, the rates of inter-

est are necessarily very high. Those who
make the advances, however, are not so

much to be condemned for the usurious

rates which they charge, for the risk is so

great that, even with such high interest,

they do not find the business very profit-

aide.

This is what is called the Advance Sys-

tem—a most vicious system indeed, and a

curse to both borrower and lender
;
but

yet, in the present condition of the colored

people, it seems to be a necessity, in order

to prevent absolute starvation. But it is a

system that makes itself a necessity, by

preventing the borrower from ever getting

enough ahead to become independent. It

is a system that throws all the burden of

maintaining the idle and shiftless upon

those who are frugal and industrious
;
and

this proves a burden heavier than they can

bear.

The most common form of dwelling

through the country is the one-roomed

cabin, built of rough boards or unhewn
logs, with no glass windows, no ceiling

overhead but the roof of clapboards, and

no place for cooking but a large open

hearth. The chimney is usually built of

sticks, plastered inside with clay. Light

is admitted through cracks in the walls,

through the door which is usually ajar, and

through windows which in severe weather

can be closed by wooden shutters. In

such a room a whole family, often consist-

ing of representatives of three generations,

lives, or rather exists. It would be next

to impossible even for a Priscilla to keep

^icli a habitation looking neat and tidy;

and, of course, such a result is not to be

expected among people among whom the

instincts of order and neatness are by no

means highly developed. It is difficult,

too, in such a dwelling to maintain a due

regard for the decencies of civilization

;

and, no doubt, much of the laxity of morals

so prevalent among the colored people is

due to their living huddled together in

such close quarters.

There are many other aspects of this

problem, such as the social conditions, the

religious ideas and practices, the political

status, and the educational progress of the

colored people, all of which should be con-

sidered in order to obtain a comprehensive

view ; but present space does not permit.

I shall be glad if what has been said will

help our people to see that a great deal has

yet to be done for the colored people, and

that there is need that the only remedy to

be found for all these ills, the Gospel of

Christ, should be brought to these poor

people, and patiently offered to them, until,

by God’s grace, they may at length be in-

duced to accept it in its purity.
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NEWS OF THE CHURCHES.
ABROAD.

Latakia, Syria.—The following extracts

are from a letter, written by Rev. James S.

Stewart, Nov. 20th: “The schools in town

are well attended. I have 110 day and 40

boarding pupils, and Miss Wylie has about

the same number under her care. In Tar-

toos the attendance is smaller than usual,

owing to an epidemic of measles, possibly

scarlet fever. But the disease seems to

have nearly run its course, and we may ex-

pect the attendance to increase. Yakoob

Jaraidiny, the evangelist in charge, has

regained his usual health, and so has Ya-

koob Haddad, the Bible reader in the Ba-

hamra district. . . . About a month ago

the work on the building for the teacher

and his school in Gunaimia was stopped by

the authorities, at the instigation of evil-

minded Armenians, who represented that

the Americans were about to erect a church.

Our Bible reader was kept under ari’est for

several weeks, but he is now at liberty. As

soon as possible, we shall try to get permis-

sion to erect a dwelling.”

It will be good news for Mr. Stewart to

hear that Mr. Hugh O’Neill has kindly

given us $125, to enable the Mission to

complete the house as soon as the way is

open to go on with the work.

Suadia, Syria.—Writing under date of

Nov. 16th, Miss Edgar says that the school

work is going on quietly. There are as

many girls in the boarding school as can be

accommodated. “ The Tuesday afternoon

women’s meeting,” she writes, “ continues

to be well attended. A day or two after I

came back from Kessab, one of the women
asked me, ‘ Will we not have our meeting

next Tuesday V It did me good to hear her

ask the question. Every week there are

from ten to fourteen present. Some come

only occasionally, but a few are very regu-

lar, and nearly always bring a stranger with

them. I often wonder wbat brings them,

as they do not come to the Sabbath serv-

ices, and I give them nothing to make
them think of obtaining a temporal benefit.

Singing and prayer and a Bible lesson

—

not too long, for they are like little children

whose attention cannot be held to one sub-

ject for any length of time—are the exer-

cises.”

Miss Meta Cunningham, who is visiting

her friends in Britain, never writes without

referring to her loved work in this field.

Speaking recently of these meetings, she

said :
“ It is a grand thing to get hold of the

women, as they control the family, and, al-

though much more ignorant, are more tena-

cious in their religious belief than the men.

Besides, they have the children entirely in

their hands. I do hope many of them will

be brought to know and accept the Saviour,

and then they will not only allow their

children to hear, but will bring them to

Christ.”

Mersina, Asia Minor.—Rev. R. J. Dodds

and family arrived on the 5th of November,

after quite an eventful trip from New York.

A private letter from Mrs. Dodds to Mrs.

Metheny, of Baltimore, Md., of which she

has kindly sent us a copy, tells of storms

on the Atlantic, a weary railway ride of

twenty-one hoiu-s across the continent from

Paris, detentions at Marseilles and Beirut,

with other incidents of travel, and how at

last they reached the desired haven and

took the Mission by surprise. “ We were

at the door,” she writes, “before anyone

knew we were in the land of the Turk.”

On the way the family stopped off at Cy-

prus and spent a pleasant day with the mis-

sionaries on the island. “Having their

American carriages at the landing,” writes

Mrs. Dodds, “ they took us to Dr. Moore’s,
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where we had dinner. We went up and

saw the new mission house, or part of it,

as it is not half built yet. Then they

brought us back to the steamer, Dr. Moore

li ving to stop at the landing to bring to

life a man who had been in the sea a little

too long.” In a letter of the same date

from Mr, Dodds, he says : “I have not had

much opportunity of looking into the work

yet, but so far as I have been able to ob-

serve, it is going on all right. The mis-

sionaries are all well and working hard.”

Cyprus —A letter of 19th November, from

Dr. W. M. Moore, says : We are all well.

The rains have come very early this fall,

and the weather has been as cold the last

two weeks as it was any time last winter.

My clinics have been interfered with by an

epidemic of smallpox, of which there have

been nearly 200 cases in Larnaca. The
commissioner requested me not to bring

the people together for fear of spreading

the disease. There are still new cases every

day, though in a lighter form. The gov-

ernment physician has charge of the quar-

antine, so that I have no cases to treat, and

consequently am exciting no professional

jealousy in the matter.

The spare time I am devoting to the

study of Greek, and in preparing a number
of addresses which I hope to be able to use

by the new year. The Armenian service is

still well attended. At the last prayer-

meeting there were 37 present, and we
have some Greeks at Sabbath-school.

China.—A little daughter came to the

home of Rev. and Mrs. A. I. Robb, Canton,

on Saturday, October 23, 1897. Her name
is Lizzie Alice.

In a letter to Mr. Walter T. Miller, which

he has kindly sent us, the missionaries re-

port that the outlook is full of encourage-

ment at the present time. The spirit of

inquiry is steadily growing, and the Mis-

sions are gathering in increasing num-
bers. Last year was a record year for

every Mission in this field, and some have

already exceeded their last year's record.

Africa.—The North German Missionary

Society celebrates this year the Jubilee of

its work on the slave coast of West Africa.

Sixty-four men and women have laid down
their lives in this work during the last 50

years. But in spite of these heavy sacri-

fices and the strain of work in this fever-

stricken climate, the number of European

missionaries has so increased, that count-

ing the missionaries’ wives, the deacon-

esses, and the teachers who work among
the women, there are now thirty-four, who
are assisted by forty-eight native helpers,

seven of whom have received their educa-

tion in Germany. For many years there

was nothing but laborious pioneer work, a

battle for existence, like the slow rooting up
of a primeval forest, without any fruit that

showed itself to the eye ; but now the fruit

is coming in quantities. The chief aim of

the Mission, the building up of a Christian

Church out of the Evhe people, seemed at

first unattainable. The first quarter of a

century jmssed and the Evhe church num-
bered only 93 members. The last census

(1895) shows 1,623 converts. The second

thousand has probably been passed by

this time
;
but the reports for 1896 are not

yet to hand. The first missionaries came

to a people who could not write their own
language, and gave them writing, gave

them not only the Holy Scriptures, but

Christian school-books, and even a news-

paper. The people did not quickly rec-

ognize the blessings of this culture, the

schools only filled slowly. There are now
ten times as many scholars in the schools

as there were twenty-five years ago. The
work is now no longer confined to the

chief stations, built by the missionaries,

but twenty-five out-stations have been

built around them chiefly by the Evhe peo-

ple themselves, with but slender help from

the Mission. All these are centers of mis-
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sionary activity, which is effecting the

moral, religious, and intellectual elevation

of the people. The labor of the mission-

aries, and its success in this respect, is

acknowledged even by the German officials.

It is unfortunate that the activity of this

Society is heavily weighted by a debt of

75,000 marks .—Monatsblatt der Nord-

deutschen Missionsgesellschaft (1897.)

Manchukia.—The United Presbyterian

Church of Scotland continues to receive re-

markable accounts of the awakening at its

Mission stations in Manchuria. Rev. Mr.

Webster reports that at Mai-mai-gai he ex-

amined many inquirers more than a year ago,

but postponed their baptism, yet recently

he found almost all had remained faithful,

and he baptized sixty. Of Tie-ling Mr. Web-
ster says, “ It is no exaggeration to say that

there are hundreds anxious to join the

church.” In one month Mr. Webster bap-

tized over 150. Dr. Ross, of Moukden, re-

ports that there were in Jan., 1897, 120 ap-

plicants for baptism, while in towns and vil-

lages near Moukden there are 800 applicants

on the list. At Yi-lu the number of mem-
bers and applicants is over 600, and a large

church is greatly needed. The Mission of

the Irish Presbyterian Church is also great-

ly blessed, Rev. Mi’. Fulton, of Moukden,

having baptized 208 persons between Sep-

tember and the new year. Though there

may be some with unworthy motives, yet it

is evident that the Holy Spirit is working

wondrously in the hearts of the people.

Dr. Ross writes :
“ I cannot but look on

with wonder at the present state of affairs.

Gamblers, opium smokers, and litigants

are pressing into the Roman Catholic

Church. But merchants, farmers, and la-

borers of respectable character and of ap-

parent earnestness of purpose are, in ever-

increasing numbers, applying to us for bap-

tism. This state of matters begets fear no

less than exultation.’’ In connection with

this report of religious interest, Dr. Ross

gives an account of the killing of a young
man named Li Fung Ming, seventeen years

of age, because he followed Jesus.

Li Fung was a remarkable youth and a

most enthusiastic Christian. Though so

young, he was asked to take the place of a

native pastor who was to be absent from

his post, and he conducted himself in a

manner to meet the heartiest approval.

But his devotion stirred the anger of a vil-

lage ruffian, who declared he would kill him.

Young Li was expostulated with for going

about alone and in the dark, when he was

attending to his Christian work. Others

were frightened, but he showed no fear,

and replied that he was in his heavenly

Father’s care, who would do what was best.

Dr. Ross writes :
“ Instead of terrifying the

people, the martyrdom of this young man
has been the cause of rousing a spirit of

inquiry more general and intense than ever

in the neighborhood. Rarely a day passes

without ten or twelve applicants for bap-

tism appearing for the registering of their

names in the chapel. When surprise is ex-

pressed that they are so bold in view of the

murder, they reply, “ That was the will of

heaven
;
why should it deter us from enter-

ing the religion we know to be the true

one ?”

At a later date, May 6, Dr. Ross writes of

the baptism of sixty-one persons during the

months of April and May. Of Yi-lu, he

says

:

“ Yesterday in Yi-lu, out of 120 applicants

thirty- seven were baptized. The Yi-lu peo-

ple had only a few hours’ notice of my ap-

proach, so that the town and immediate

neighborhood wrere alone aware of it.

Among the baptized in Yi-lu were the head-

man of the northern town and the two head-

men of the southern town. These latter

have taken a chapel at their own cost for

public preaching. The head of the largest

pawnbroking establishment—the equiva-

lent of your banks—was also baptized.
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Two ex-priests, after long probation, were

admitted into the church, and the brave

young brother of the Yi-lu martyr, who,

though barely a dozen years of age, ex'

pressed his resolve to share his brother’s

fate rather than abandon the church he

sought to join.”—Missionary Herald.

AT HOME.

Allegheny, Pa.—The Board of Superin-

tendents of the Theological Seminary met,

as per adjoux-nment, in the hall, on Dec. 23,

9 a. m. Messrs. Miller, McAllister, Sterrett,

Stevenson and Sproull were in attendance.

R. H. Martin, J. K. Robb, W. J. Sander-

son and F. M. Wilson, students of the

third year, delivered discourses, which,

with their examination papers, were heart-

ily sustained.

After remarks by the membei’s of the

Board, Dr. Stevenson, chairman, presented

diplomas to Elza Allen Crooks, William

McLeod George, Moses Greenberg, David

Owen Jack, James McCune, Louis Meyer,

Calvin McLeod Smith, Albert Melville

Thompson and William Thomas Knox
Thompson, of the fourth year, and certifi-

cates to their respective Presbyteries to the

above students of the third year.

The Chairman and Secretary of the

Boai’d were instructed to write letters of

sympathy to the families of the two stu-

dents who had died during the session.

Thanks were returned to Mrs. Gregg
for her thoughtful generosity to the stu-

dents.

Instruction in Elocution and Music was

given by competent instructors and with

evident advantage. J. W. Sproull, Sec.

Mx-. J. K. Robb was licensed to preach

the Gospel at a meeting of Pittsburg Pres-

bytery, on the evening of Dec. 23.

John M. Johnston is ill of typhoid fever,

but seems on the way to recovery.

Beaver Falls, Pa.—Philip Sidney Johns-

ton, son of Dr. W. P. Johnston, President

of Geneva College, died of typhoid fever at

his home on College Hill, Beaver Falls, Pa.,

Friday morning, December 10, 1897. He
was born at Washington, Ioxva, July 2,

1877, and in 1881 removed with his parents

to Beaver Falls. He entered Geneva Col-

lege in the fall of 1890, taking the full clas-

sical course, graduating in 1896. He rep-

resented his literary society in college con-

tests, and the college in inter-collegiate

contests, and l’eflected great credit upon

the institxxtion. In the fall of 1896 he en-

tered the seminary, having devoted himself

to the ministry of our Church, and gave

great promise of future usefulness.

The funeral services were held in the

college chapel on Saturday, December 11,

at 11 a. m. A concourse of people present

testified to his populai’ity. Rev. H. G.

Foster, Dr. D. B. Willson, Dr. R. J. George,

Rev. W. M. Glasgow, and Dr. J. D. Moor-

head took part in the services. The inter-

ment was at New Galilee, Pa., where the

remains lie beside those of a brother and

sister taken away five years ago.

This is the second time that death has

entered the Theological Seminary this win-

ter, and on each occasion a young man has

been called who gave promise, intellectually,

of eminence in his chosen profession, and

at the same time clear evidence of being

under the heavenly impulses that fit for

service. The removal of Philip Johnston

is not a chance. Every heart must go out

in sympathy to the bereaved father and

mother on whose home-hearth so deep a

shadow has fallen
;
and yet there is a sweet

spring of comfort in the thought that this

is the doing of the Lord and Saviour.

With moistened eyes we fall at His feet and

sigh, “ Thy will be done.”

Brooklyn, N. Y. — Mr. W. McLeod
George has accepted a call to the pastorate

of Brooklyn congregation.

Cache Creek Mission.—It has always

been our aim to make Thanksgiving
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day at the Indian Mission as full as

possible of thoughts of God’s good-

ness shown to the work here, and the

workers and Indians connected with the

work. We usually confine our thoughts to

the things that have touched our lives or

the work during the past year. We had

announced the pui'pose of the day and the

service on the Sabbath previous, and urged

them all to be present. We had a "very

good audience, and, after, in the usual serv-

ice, explaining what “ Thank you ” means,

and mentioning some of the things that

had been given us during the year that

made us feel like saying “ Thank you ” to

God, the audience were asked to mention

anything that had come to any of them

during the year that made them feel like

saying “ Thank you ” to God. This was

entirely voluntary, and we had responses

from the children and the older Indians,

and from the workers in the Mission.

Some of the reasons for thankfulness that

were given may be of interest to your

readers.

One was thankful that although he was

opposed by his brethren when he first

joined the Church, yet now all their talk

was kindly to him, and they would listen

respectfully when he spoke to them about

God.

The ground had brought forth well this

year.

We are living with the white men and

the other tribes of Indians at'peace, and

our hearts are warm towards them.

One year ago we had only Comanches

members of the Church, now we have

Apaches also in membership.

One very old woman has been brought

into the Church and baptized.

God has given special help when the work

was difficult, and has answered my prayers.

I have a comfortable house to lie down
and sleep in, and can rest peacefully at

night.

My parents are alive to-day, and my
heart is glad.

My brother, who lives over south of the

mountains, has been very poor, but now he

has more things to make him comfortable.

In severe sickness, God gave back health

again.

When my grandmother was very sick,

she got better, and is now walking around

again.

Such were some of the reasons given for

thankfulness.

One white man said he had come into

this community this fall to make hay, and

he was at that time living a wicked life,

but he had turned away from that kind of

life, and was now praying and trying to

live as a Christian should.

After all who wished had spoken, the

service closed in the regular way.

It bad been arranged that all the Indians

should sit down to the table, and eat din-

ner, after the service. This, however, had

not been announced to the Indians, who
had been simply invited to the service.

When they were brought into the dining-

room, it was somewhat of a task to get

them all seated at the table
; for at home

they almost all sit on the ground when
eating, and all dip out of the vessel in

which the food is cooked, which stands in

the center of the circle ; but after all were

seated, a blessing was asked by one of the

Christian Indians, and then the energy

they showed in the task set before them

proved that while an Indian might be lazy

at times, yet when the occasion arose he

could give bis whole attention to the matter

in hand.

After they were satisfied, the dishes

were washed and the tables set again, and

the school children had their dinner.

It was found that 68 were at the first

table, and the 52 children and the four

teachers made 56 at the second.

Many of the Indians left during the
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afternoon, but we had quite a number with

us when we gathered for family worship.

W. W. Carithers.

Cincinnati, O.—The work among the

Jews in this city goes on about as usual.

No combined opposition has appeared
;
par-

ents seem willing that their children should

come to the classes. The number of pupils

is not so large since the public schools

opened, but the attendance is still fair.

The effort to bring Jews to the preaching

services is only partially successful ; there

is a general indifference or opposition to

gospel meetings. We have begun even-

ing services in the lecture room of the

church, with a view to reach Jews as well

as others that are without Christ. Our

encouragement comes from a plain duty

and a plain and positive promise. I trust

the whole Church will pray earnestly and

constantly for wisdom to workers, and for

the power of the Spirit to open the eyes

and hearts of God’s covenant people. We
try to discuss subjects that will interest

the Jews, and present Jesus Clirist as their

Messiah and Saviour.

J. C. Smith.

Cedar Lake.—Mr. McLeod Smith has

accepted a call to the pastorate of Cedar

Lake congregation.

Houston, III.—Illinois Presbytery met

in the Old Bethel Church, near Houston,

111., two o’clock in the afternoon, Tuesday,

Oct. 12, 1897. Representatives from Beth-

el, Bloomington, Church Hill, Old Bethel,

Oakdale and Princeton congregations, and

Rev. M. A. Gault were present. Rev. Geo.

McBurney and Dr. A. J. McFarland were

also present and were asked to sit as con-

sultative members. Officers were elected

as follows : Rev. E. G. Elsey, his own suc-

cessor as Moderator; Rev. R. M. Black-

wood, Clerk
; Rev. J. G. Reed, Asst. Clerk.

An interesting conference was held that

afternoon. In harmony with the Modera-

tor’s desire and Presbytery’s request, there

were given, instead of the Moderator’s ser-

mon that evening, an edifying sermon by

Rev. Dr. McFarland, based on Acts 5:31,

and an interesting address on the evils of

secret societies, by Rev. M. A. Gault, ed-

itor of the Christian Cynosure
,
Chicago.

Two sessions were held the following Wed-
nesday. Rev. J. C. French is Chairman of

the Committee on Supplies. Balance on

hand of Presbytery’s Home Mission Fund
was given to Synod’s Domestic Mission

Fund. Mr. Harry Hunter, a member of

Bethel congregation, and a graduate with

honors of Geneva College, was by his re-

quest received as a student of Theology.

Rev. E. G. Elsey was appointed to assign

him work for specimens of improvement.

Delegates present from Bethel, Church Hill,

Old Bethel and Oakdale congregations

were made a commission to attend to any

business of Presbytery which might come

up before its next regular meeting. After

some discussion Presbytery passed without

a dissenting vote the following

:

“Resolved
,

that Presbytery appoint a

committee to be known as the Committee on

Young People’sWork, which shall effect such

organization of tfiem as is necessary within

the bounds of Presbytery; be allowed to

co-operate, when deemed wise, with the

Reformed Presbyterian Church, General

Synod, in the holding of conventions, and

report to Presbytery the result of its work.”

A committee was appointed and took

steps for the organization of the young

people of the Presbytery.

On Wednesday evening, Thursday and

Thursday evening a joint convention of the

young people of Illinois Presbytery, and

of the Western Presbytery of the Reformed
Presbyterian Church, General Synod, was

held in Rev. Elsey’s church at Coulterville,

111. The church was beautified with flow-

ers and appropriate banners. Many dele-

gates were present, and the congregations

of the two Presbyteries were largely repre-
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sen ted. Rev. J. C. French gave the open-

ing address. His subject was “ The Second

Reformation and Its Influences.” “"What

Should the Individual Society do to make
Prominent the Distinctive Features of Its

Own Denomination ? ” was discussed by

Rev. E. G. Elsey, Mr. Jas. Marshal, Miss

Nancy Gallager, Miss Anna McLean and

Dr. McFarland. Miss Sadie Walker gave

a paper on “ The Law of the Truth
;
Our

Relation to It.” Rev. R. M. Blackwood

spoke on “ The Aim of the Christian Life.”

Miss Jennie White gave an “ Historical

Account of Young People’s Societies in

the Churches.” Rev. M. A. Gault gave an

address on Anti-Secrecy. Rev. Geo. Mc-

Burney spoke of “The Progress of Mis-

sions as Illustrated by. the Indian Mission.”

Rev. R.W. Chesnut and choir from Marissa,

111., rendered excellent service in showing

how the Psalms should be sung and chanted.

Rev. Chesnut interspersed this exercise

with pointed arguments for the exclusive

use of an inspired psalmody and the human
voice in the praise of God, and showed

how the whole congregation might be led

to join heartily in the praise service.

“Principle as an Elenient in Uplifting

Society” was discussed by Revs. E. G.

Elsey, J. L. Chesnut and J. G. Reed.

Rev. Dr. McFarland spoke on “ Civil Gov-

ernment as it Affects the Moral Develop-

ment of Young People.” Rev. J. L. Ches-

nut gave an admirable review of the Con-

vention, showing that we had emphasized

the principles we held in common without

minimizing any distinctive principle, and

that the Convention had been characterized

by loyalty
,
unity and aggressiveness.

Considering the short time for prepara-

tion, the addresses, discussions and papers

were able and very helpful. The Conven-

tion was considered a decided success, and

arrangements were made for a similar con-

vention next year. Time, place and pro-

gramme of convention were left to a com-

mittee. Presbytery adjourned, to meet at

Coulterville, 111
, 7.30 p. m., second Tuesday

of October, 1898.

R. M. Blackwood, Clerk.

Lake Reno.—Mr. Louis Meyer has ac-

cepted a call to the pastoral care of Lake
Reno congregation, and will be ordained at

Morning Sun, Iowa, Jan. 20, at 10 a. m.

Linton, Ia.—Miss Elisabeth Henderson,

who died Nov. 27th, 1897, in the sixty-

ninth year of her age, was a member of the

Reformed Presbyterian congregation of

Sharon, Ia. She was a meek, loving, quiet,

devoted Christian. Her illness was short,

and not severe. Her later end was peace.

She is greatly missed in her brother’s

home, where she spent the closing years of

her life, and in the circle of friends among
whom she moved. T. P. Robb.

Newbubg, N. Y.—Thanksgiving day was

happily observed in the First Reformed

Presbyterian Church, Newburg, N. Y. Two
anniversaries were celebrated at the same
time, the eightieth of the Church and the

tenth of Mr. Carlisle’s call as pastor. The
arrangements were in charge of the Wom-
en’s Missionary Board. The first part of

the programme was given in the audito-

rium of the church, and was a pleasant gath-

ering of the families of the congregation.

Reports from the various societies were

read.

The Junior C. E. Society reported that

they had grown in six years from ten to

forty-five members, and had contributed

four hundred and fifty dollars ($450) towards

missionary work for the Indians and the

negroes. The Senior Society reported that

in nine years they had increased from eight-

een to forty-five honest, active members,

and had given seventeen hundred dollars

($1,7.00) to missions. The Women’s Board

announced that they had given, through

the Sabbath-school, three thousand and

two hundred dollars ($3,200) for Foreign

Missions. The teachers of the class of Chi-
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nese reported that the class had contrib-

uted in four years two hundred dollars

($200) to the China Inland Mission.

The people then went downstairs and .

partook of a turkey supper that had been

bountifully prepared by the ladies of the

church. Three toasts were responded to,

as follows :
“ Our Past,’’ William Mc-

Meekin ;
“ Our Present,” Rev. John W. F.

Carlisle; “Our Future,” William Johnston

Mackay. The Rev. Theodore Melville Car-

lisle, of New York, son of the late pastor,

bore hearty greetings to the members of

the congregation. The congregation has

made a net gain of one hundred and twen-

ty-five during the last nine years ; it is

composed very largely of young people,

and is in good working condition.

—

New-

burg Journal.

We congratulate our young brother, Rev.

J. W. F. Carlisle, on his successful pastor-

ate. This church home gathering, as far

as we can learn, was one of the happiest in

the history of the congregation.

New Castle, Pa.

—

The New Castle con-

gregation has secured a lot, 45 by 140 feet,

together with a commodious chapel erected

upon it, as a center of operations for mis-

sionary work, in a portion of the city half a

mile distant from any church building.

Mrs. Sarah Hardman, a member of this

congregation, departed this life November

8th, at the age of 87 years. She had for

many years been greatly afflicted, being con-

fined to the house for the last five years of

her life. She died in peace, and with the

full assurance of a better life beyond. The

reading of her will after the funeral dis-

closed the fact that she had left a hundred

dollars to the New Castle congregation.

New Yore.—On the second Sabbath of

December, 1897, the Second Reformed

Presbyterian Congregation, of this city,

made its annual offering for Foreign Mis-

sions. In the morning the pastor preached

on “ Go ye into all the world and preach

the gospel to every creature,’’ dwelling on

the two points that stand out so prom-

inently in the great commission : the need

of the world, and our responsibility to

meet that need. He then indicated, as

motives to obedience, personal loyalty to

Christ, the development of spiritual life,

and a large reward in the shape of saved

souls. The statistics introduced iuto his

discourse were gathered from a reliable

source, and showed conclusively that seven

cents a day from each person who claims to

be among the redeemed of the Lord would

raise an amount large enough to justify the

immediate sending out of 400,000 laborers,

or a missionary for every 1,200 of the

human race as yet unevangelized. At

present, however, the professing Church of

Jesus Christ, instead of contributing for

the support and spread of the gospel one-

tenth of its net income, is giving, perhaps,

one-hundredth part of what is left after

deducting necessary and needless expendi-

tures. The professed people of God are

laying upon His altar, for missionary pur-

poses, at the close of the 19th century,

only a fraction more than a cent annually

for each soul that has not yet heard the

name of Jesus. No marvel that the Churches

are not enjoying a baptism of the Holy
Spirit to-day.

The sermon in the afternoon was based

on the words “ Thy kingdom come.” The
petition was spoken of as a desire to be

under the control of Christ personally, to

witness a recognition of His mediatorial

supremacy everywhere, and to have very

close communion with God. Then it was
shown that the prayer implies, on the part

of every one who offers it in sincerity, dili-

gence in the use of means, the consecration

of himself and all his property to the ser-

vice of Christ, and constant reliance for

success in the missionary enterprise upon
“Lo, I am with you always.”

The collection taken at the close of the
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services amounted to $3,110.60, includ-

ing two very large contributions, to which

there have been since added $29.40. It is

to be borne in mind that this is the contri-

bution of a congregation whose young
people are giving $1,000 annually, for a

term of years, to support their own repre-

sentative on the Island of Cyprus.

During the past year the Second Church

has had to part with many of its oldest

members. Among the more recent removals

were Mrs. Jane McKittrick, Mrs. S. J.

Cochrane, and Mrs. Hannah Sims, who died

Oct. 3, Nov. 30, and Dec. 12, respectively.

They wrere not the oldest whose names are

on the communion roll, but they had each

lived nearly a decade beyond the allotted

term of threescore years and ‘ten, and had

been in the fellowship of the Church ever

since they came to this country, and before

their marriage. Tne pi'esent pastor at-

tended the funerals of seven of their chil-

dren, who were called away in the prime of

their young manhood and womanhood.
These mothers were true lovers of Jesus

Christ. He has put them asleep. Theirs is

the gain of rest, purity, and open vision

that await all who are in covenant relation-

ship to Him.

A very interesting sei-vice was held on

Sabbath evening, December 26th, in con-

nection with the Mission el-Eman. The
first child born in the Reformed Presby-

terian Church, of Syrian parents living in

New York, was baptized that evening. His

father, Sarkis Khacherian, an Armenian

from Oorfa, has applied for membership in

the Church, and will probably be received

after further instruction in the distinctive

principles of its Testimony. His wife,

Rosa, brought to this country a certificate

of standing from Mersina, where she had

been employed for some time in the family

of the late Dr. Metheny. The service was

conducted in Arabic, and in the presence

of an intelligent audience of Arabic-speak-

ing people from our own and other Mission

centers in Syria.

Oakland, Cal.—From a private letter,

we learn that the Sacrament of the Supper

was administered in Oakland, November 7,

1897, by Rev. N. R. Johnston. Before the

communion, he preached a series of ser-

mons in the hope that they would be

blessed to the awakening of the uncon-

verted Chinese in the Mission Schools and

the bringing of them to Christ. After

special meetings for instruction, prayer

and examination, eight excellent men,

mostly young men, made a public pro-

fession of faith, and on Saturday received

baptism. These new converts, and the

three who had been baptized some months

ago, added to the seven former members
yet resident in Oakland, made eighteen

Chinese communicants. Five of the Chi-

nese, visiting their families in China, or

out of the city on business, were not pres-

ent at this “feast of love.” The only

other communicants were the teachers in

the Mission and Elder John Fleming,

whose presence was a great help and com-

fort to Mr. Johnston. During the entire

season there were most manifest evidences

of the presence of the Spirit. It seems to

have been a time of genuine reviving.

There are now four earnest teachers in

the school, who are employed four hours

every night for six nights in the week.

Mrs. Johnston, who is so thoroughly de-

voted to the work, is greatly encouraged

by the hope that it will be permanent.

Oil Creek.—The first death in the Oil

Creek congregation since I became pastor,

over four years ago, occurred December 3,

1897. Mr. John Earley, after an illness of

about three months and a half, during

which he manifested the most remarkable

patience, passed into rest, leaving a wife

and four grown up children, all members of

the Church. His thoughtful consideration

of his devoted wife and children during his
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illness can never be forgotten. His prayers

in the night seasons, when at times he

thought he was alone, are embalmed in the

memories of his loved ones. He trusted in

his Saviour, and the law of kindness was in

his mouth. The church was filled to its

utmost capacity at the funeral service. He
and his family connected with the Oil Creek

congregation in the fall of 1881, when I

dispensed communion by the appointment

of Presbytery, and the two youngest chil-

dren were baptized. S. J. Crowe.

Old Bethel, III.—October 31st the com-

munion was dispensed by Dr. A. J. McFar-

land, with the assistance of the Rev. G. R.

McBurney, who had been supplying the

pulpit the first three Sabbaths of the

month. There was only one accession, but

there were ten last spring, making eleven

during the year. Two children were bap-

tized on Saturday, and on Monday the

doctor preached on the words in Esther 4 :

14. He urged strongly the present duty

of our Church.

#
Tlie Y. P. S. C. E., organized by the late

pastor. Rev. R. C. Reed (who is still held

in loving remembrance), is doing fairly well.

In the prayer-meeting they have been en-

couraged by the presence and kind words

of those who have been supplying the

pulpit.

During the summer, death entered our

congregation and claimed two of our mem-
Ijers—Mr. Matthew Finley, after a linger-

ing illness, in his 79th year, and Mr. D.

J. Reid, aged 55. He was injured by a

runaway team and passed away after four

hours of intense suffering. A few days ago

death claimed another, Mrs. Amanda Wil-

son, wife of Elder William S. Wilson, who
died of apoplexy, after an illness of eight-

een days.

The remains of Mrs. Jane Marvin were

brought from Topeka, Kan., to Old Bethel,

where she had been a member for more than

fifty years. Funeral services were con-

ducted by Rev. D. S. Faris. He took as

the basis of his remarks these words

:

“ Enoch walked with God, and was not, for

God took him.’’ He applied them not to

the manner of her departure, but to her

life. It was as near a walk with God as

any he had ever known. She was in her

93d year. Com.

Pittsbdrg, Pa.—Mrs. Annie Jane, wife

of William Crummie, died in the 68th year

of her age, at East End, on Sabbath, Sept.

26, 1897. She loved God, His ordinances

and people, and died, saying, “ In God’s

house for evermore my dwelling-place

shall be.”

Philadelphia, Pa.—The National Reform

Conference, held in Philadelphia in Decem-

ber, was one of the most cheering meet-

ings of the kind it has been our privilege

to attend. The singing of the 100th Psalm

at the opening of the first session was

itself an inspiration ; nor could any service

have been more appropriate to the occa-

sion than the rendering of the 148th Psalm

to the tune of Easter Hymn, by a choir of

well-trained voices. The address of Dr.

Josiah Strong, of New York, was, as every-

one anticipated, a masterpiece, in every way
worthy of the distinguished author of “ Our

Country.” It had been carefully prepared,

and was evidently spoken memoriter
,
but

with such regard to oratorical effect as to

leave the impression on a popular audience

that each sentence was built up at the

moment of delivery. His theme was

Christian Citizenship, and the hope of

its realization. We shall be glad to see

the address in print, that we may have an

opportunity of examining its teachings

more carefully, and, at the same time,

learn the art of presenting statistics in an

attractive and effective way. Here are a

few sentences taken down from the lips of

the speaker :
“ The most striking, the most

characteristic and the most dangerous ten-

dency of modern civilization is material-
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ism We have seen civilization

make greater advance in this century than

it had made since civilization began, but

no one can claim for a moment that we
have made greater moral advance or greater

intellectual advance The vital

question at the close of the nineteenth

century is, How far will this material devel-

opment go ? . . . . What the country

needs is a great revival of conscience.”

Dr. Strong expressed the belief that the

twentieth century would witness the great-

est spiritual progress the world has ever

known. “ I believe,” he said, in closing,

“that the New Jerusalem is even now on

its way. But before it can be realized it

must be acknowledged, not as coming from

man’s works, but coming from God, the

source of all good and of all power. Jesus

must be recognized as the fountain head of

reform and of good government
;
not only

as the King of Kings, but King of Presi-

dents, King of Governors, King of Judges,

King of Mayors, King of policemen, King

of manufacturers, King of men ; and not

till then will the true reform be a reality.”

The exercises of the evening were closed

with a brief but admirable address from

Dr. D. McAllister, of Pittsburg, on “ The

National Aspects of the Christian Endeavor

Pledge.” There is in it a recognition of

the need of a rule that will be authoritative

and ultimate. What will Christ have me
to do ? The determining principle in every

relationship of life is not the will of the

people, nor the fallible interpretation that

the Church puts on moral law, but the

revealed will of Christ as King. The young

people of the land are becoming better

acquainted with the Word of God, and are

learning to put it into practice.

The following day, the room in which

the Convention met was filled all day with

an interested audience. The subjects un-

der consideration were the liquor traffic

and the observance of the Sabbath. The

addresses in the morning revealed a unan-

imous feeling against legalizing the traffic

in intoxicating drinks, and in favor of such

enactments as would at once save those

who are already the slaves of intemperance,

and prevent the young from being brought

under its perilous influence. After recess,

in the absence of Dr. David J. Burrell, of

New York, who had agreed to speak on
“ The American Nation and the Christian

Sabbath,” Dr. McAllister, who is always

ready, was called to the platform, and de-

livered a telling speech, in which he showed

very conclusively that the observance of

one day in seven for rest and worship is a

matter that must not be left to individual

caprice or interest, and will never be settled

till the nation lays down the principles

that are to govern it. He declared it as

his belief that the Sunday newspaper, to

which so many professed followers of Christ

are giving their support, is one of the most

insidious foes of the Lord’s day.

A series of resolutions prepared by Dr.

Rittenhouse for the action of the Confer-

ence, gave rise to a very animated dis-

cussion aud drew forth some pithy im-

promptu addresses. One brother, pastor

of a congregation in Harrisburg, Pa., said,

with all the vigor of an old Covenanter,

that he could no longer vote for any man
who, in the discharge of his official duties,

would have to administer laws that were

inconsistent with the moral law of God.

He felt that in doing so he would become

a partaker of the sin.

We could not remain for the closing-

sessions, but we have the authority of Rev.

F. M. Foster for saying that the meetings

were very fine. The paper of Dr. Ritten-

house, on the “ Secular Theory of Educa-

tion,” cannot be too highly commended, nor

that of Dr. Scovel, President of Wooster

University, Ohio. Equally admirable were

the clear-cut addresses of Rev. W. J. Cole-

man and Dr. R. C. Wylie, on “ Christian
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Acknowledgment in the National and in

State Constitutions.”

The witticisms of Rev. Dr. Swallow, in

his paper on the “ Responsibility of the

State,” wrere telling points.

The following resolutions were adopted,

according to the Public Ledger
,
from which

we copy them

:

“ That it is the duty of the Christian

citizens of this nation to endeavor to secure

such an amendment of the Constitution as

will give to our Christian laws, institutions

and usages an undeniable legal basis in the

fundamental law of the land, and thus se-

cure a firm basis for every necessary moral

and Christian reform.

“ That such an acknowledgment in the

nation’s fundamental law would be the au-

thoritative acceptance by the sovereign na-

tion of the moral standard of'God’s Word
in all the moral issues of civil life.

“ That they pledge themselves to do all

in their power to secure the enforcement in

their several localities of the laws enacted

by Congress and all but four of the States

and Territories requiring scientific instruc-

tion in temperance in our public schools,

and that they reiterate their most emphatic

testimony against the legalizing or sanc-

tioning in any way of the iniquitous traffic

in intoxicating drinks by any department

of our Government.
“ That they entered their earnest protest

not only against the public desecration of

the Sabbath by individuals or business cor-

porations, through Sunday excursions by

railway, steamboat, electric cars, or other-

wise, by Sunday ball or other games, by the

Sunday newspapers, or by the use of bi-

cycle or the horse or carriage for purposes

of pleasure. They also as earnestly pro-

tested against all dishonor done to the

Lord’s Day and the Lord of the Sabbath

by the civil power in its own acts, as by
sessions of Congress, or by transportation

of the United States mail, or in the failure

to enact wise laws against Sabbath dese-

cration. Attention was also called to the

fact that many railroads are putting a pre-

mium upon Sabbath desecration by giving

specially low rates for excursions on the

Lord’s Day. That the Conference thor-

oughly unite on the recommendation of

the National Prison Association relative

to a reconstruction of the ethical code of

lawyers.

“ That they recognize in the various

Young People’s Societies one of the mighti-

est forces on the side of Christian citizen-

ship.

“That in the interest of social purity

this Association petition Congress and

State Legislatures to enact laws, making it

a felony to publish or circulate, by sale or

gift, through the mails or otherwise, any

book, pamphlet, paper, picture, or other

printed or painted matter of any kind,

without the name and location of the

printer and publisher or painter issuing the

same.”

These annual gatherings to advocate the

Christian principles of civil government

have an educative power that is far-reach-

ing, and must eventually mould the senti-

ment of the community. The discussion

of such foundation questions as came be-

fore this Conference is true missionary

work. They have to do with the Crown of

Jesus Christ.

Utica, O.—Elder James Watson, who
has been for about seventy years identified

with Sabbath-school work, as pupil, teacher

or superintendent, informs us that Elder

Wm. Dunlap, now eighty-five years of age,

is still teaching a Bible class in Utica

congregation with much acceptance. His

example should indeed be a stimulus and

encouragement to Sabbath- school workers

everywhere.

Sterling, Kan.

—

The Sacrament of the

Supper was observed November 14, a most

beautiful Sabbath, and we had a pleasant
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season of communion. Ten persons were

received into the fellowship of the Church

:

two children of the congregation by ex-

amination and profession of their faith

;

one (formerly a ruling elder) from Holm-

wood congregation, two from Quinter

congregation, and two from Winchester

by certificate ;
and three from U. P. Church

on certificate and acceptance of our

distinctive principles. There were five

visiting brethren who partook with us

:

Mi-
. Herbert McMillan, of Evans; Miss

Lizzie Mitchell, of Winchester, and Miss

Mabel McKeown, of Beulah, Neb., students

at college; Mrs. Snair, of Rochester
;
and

Mrs. Doxie, of Second Newburg. Seventy-

eight persons communed.

We have recently improved the church

edifice by opening two windows in the

gallery so as to accommodate two classes

of the Sabbath-school.

Mr. Jos. McElroy, who was injured with

a corn-cutter, is able to be out again and

conduct his class. T. J. Allen.

York, N. Y.—During the year beginning

with September, 1896, and ending with

August, 1897, the Women’s Missionary

Society of Y^ork, N. Y., has held twelve

regular meetings, with an average at-

tendance of twenty members and usually

several visitors. The meetings have been

held at the homes of the members and at

each meeting refreshments have been

served. From a social standpoint the

meetings have been greatly enjdyed by all

the members. But as well as having-

pleasant social gatherings, we feel that dur-

ing the year just ended we have done

something toward helping those less for-

tunate than we.

At each meeting work has been done

either for Home or Foreign Missions.

During Dr. Balph’s stay in this country in

November last, two quilts were completed

and given to him. In November, 1896,

two barrels containing fruit and clothing,

valued at $22.64, were sent to the Indian

Mission.

In March, 1897, a box of clothing, valued

at $20.00, was sent to the Southern Mis-

sion. At present work is being done on

clothing to be sent to the Indian Mission.

Great interest is manifested by all the

members in the work carried on, and we
trust that a blessing may follow our efforts

of the past and attend us in the future.

The following report of the Treasurer

gives a statement of the finances of the

society

:

MONEY RECEIVED.

Balance in Treasury $ 2 46

Membership fees 35.49

Contributions 11.95

For the Manse 4.00

For work 6.00

Total $59.90

DISBURSEMENTS.

To Dr. Balph’s Hospital $10 00

For Telgie Ibraheim (Syrian girl). 1.00

For Topeka Congregation 1.00

For tracts for distribution .75

For repairs on pulpit Bible 1.50

For freight on barrels 1.18

For material for work 9.08

For Manse 5.13

For carpet for Manse 12 35

For incidentals 5.14

Total money expended $47 . 13

Jean A. Melroy, Sec.

M. Luella Guthrie, Trcas.

“ The word rendered praise primarily signifies the irradiation of a luminous body.

The high ambition of a penitent soul is that of becoming a reflector, from which the

glories of the Sun of Righteousness may be more widely diffused on the world of men
and angels.”



Monographs. 17

MONOGRAPHS.
THREE EPOCHS OF AMERICAN

CHURCH HISTORY.

In the history of the Reformed Presby- •

terian Church in America there have been

three distinct epochs, of nearly equal

length, which have closed with a bitter

controversy as to doctrine and great deple-

tion as to membership.

The first epoch extends from the organ-

ization of the first Covenanter Society in

1721 to the Coalescence of 1782—a period

of sixty-one years. The second epoch ex-

tends from the Coalescence of 1782 to the

Division of 1833—a period of fifty-one

years. The third epoch extends from the

Division of 1833 to the Liberalism of 1891

—a period of fifty-eight years. Phcenix-

like, however, the Church has arisen from

the ashes of each of these periodical dis-

asters, and built a more glorious super-

structure upon the foundation which proved

to be indestructible. None but Scotch-

Irisli Covenanters, with a firm grasp of the

truth, could have passed through and sur-

vived these trials.

These three epochs will form the sub-

jects of three articles on our Church his-

tory. A number of old record books, docu-

ments, and relics have recently come into

the possession of the writer, which enable

him to present some unpublished facts with

a degree of authenticity.

The First Epoch—1721 to 1782.

A brief statement as to the causes which

led to the establishment of the Reformed
Presbyterian Church in this 'country must
be made. During the last persecution in

Scotland, and subsequent to the unsatisfac-

tory Revolution Settlement of 1688, many
of the best citizens of that land were ban-

ished to America. Some were transported

as felons, because they would not violate

their consciences, nor break their solemn

covenant vows, by acknowledging the su-

premacy of man over God and His Word
in civil and ecclesiastical affairs. Others

fled to America because there was no pros-

pect of freedom in Scotland to worship

God according to His Word and appoint-

ment. Others again were encouraged to

emigrate to this country in the hope of ob-

taining a livelihood, as they had previously

been greatly impoverished by fines and

imprisonment.

The immediate beginning of the Church

in this country must be traced to the settle-

ment of John and James Brown, sons of

John Brown, “ the pious carrier of Muir-

kirk,” whom the bloody Claverhouse mur-

dered in the presence of his wife and child

on May 1, 1685. In May, 1720, these two

Covenanters came to America and settled

at Paxtang, Dauphin Co., Pa., six miles

east of Harrisburg, and, the next yeai1

,

organized a society in connection with

some brethren of kindred faith who had

preceded them to this country. Other

organizations soon sprang up in the adja-

cent counties, so that, at the Coalescence

of 1782, there were twelve organizations, as

follows

:

Paxtang, Dauphin Co., Pa., - organized 1721.

Middle Octoraro, Lancaster Co., Pa., “ 1732.

Muddy Run, Lancaster Co., Pa., “ 1740.

Lower Chanceford, York Co., Pa., “ 1741.

Pequea, Lancaster Co.. Pa., “ 1741.

Conococlieague, Franklin Co., Pa., “ 1742.

Rock Creek, Adams Co., Pa
,

“ 1743.

Philadelphia, Pa., - organized Sept. 12, 1751.

Great Cove, Fulton Co., Pa., “ April 8, 1753.

Wallkill, Orange Co.. N.Y., “ Sept. 20, 1759.

Cambridge, Washington Co., N. Y.,
organized Oct. 22, 17G9.

Mouongaliela, Allegheny Co., Pa.,

organized Sept. 17, 1779.

Rocky Creek, S. C., was organized in

1772, but it was not under the care of the

Reformed Presbytery, and was not affected

by the union of 1782.
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A word as to the early ministry of the

Church. In 1741, the Rev. Alexander

Craighead came out from the Presbyterian

Church, principally on account of its failure

to adopt in full the Westminster Standards,

and he at once identified himself with

“the languishing cause of the Cameronians

around Octoraro.” Here he gathered to-

gether all those whom he styled as holding

to “ the true Reformed Presbyterian Cov-

enanted Cause of Reformation in America,”

and they renewed the Covenants, Novem-
ber 11, 1743. In giving a full account of

this solemn transaction, Mr. Craighead

says

:

“ Warning being given some considerable

Time before the Renewal, of our Design,

and several Days set apart for Humiliation

and Prayer, both in our pi-ivate Societies

and in publick, in order to implore Divine

Aid and Direction in this awful Work; On
Thursday the 10th of November

,
the People

being gathered, we began with Prayer to

Almighty God ; and that Day the Cove-

nants, and Confession of Sins and Engage-

ment to Duties, and the Testimony, were

publickly read, not only for the clearer

understanding of these Things, but also

that we might have the more suitable, deep

and abiding Impression of the Holiness

and Sublimity of that great Transaction we
were to be employed in. After Reading

and Singing, a Sermon was preached from

these Words, John xi. 56.******ff *

“ On Friday, the 1 1th of November
,
after

Prayer, and reading and singing some part

of a Psalm, a Sermon was preached from

these Words, Jer. i. 5. Come and let us

join ourselves unto the Lord in a perpetual

Covenant that shall not be forgotten. After

speaking to the Context, and explaining

the Text, the Doctrine was mentioned, to

wit
,
That it is the Duty of a christianised

People to excite one another to join them-

selves unto the Lord in a perpetual Cove-

nant not to be forgotten, ls£, Covenant-

ing was spoken of. 2d, It was enquired,

whether all Covenants, or any, be per-

petual. 3d. Why some Covenants should

not be forgotten. 4th, Prove that it is the

Duty of a christianised People to excite

one another to Covenanting. 5th, Apply’d

the whole.*******
“ It is necessary to acquaint the Reader

here, that at the Renewal of these holy

Covenants there was only one Minister or

Preacher, and he only recovering out of

great Sickness ; so through bodily Weak-
ness, frequent Unwellness and Multiplicity

of Businesses, could not write but very

short and imperfect Notes of the Sermons

preached at that Occasion, and some Notes

that were written were lost ; and thus you

have but some Hints of two of the Sermons

which were then preached
;
and no more

is here designed to give, than Hints of

them, and these mostly depending upon
the Memory; so that there may be some

Things here which were not then spoken,

and many not here which wer6 spoken.*******
“ The Covenants were renewed by Solemn

Swearing to them, with an uplifted Hand
to Almighty God: During the Time of

reading the Testimony, and Renewal of

the Covenants, the Sword was drawn.

About this there are many Conjectures

:

Some imagine that the Sword was drawn

for fear of Man, but this is certainly false

;

again, some pretend that it was drawn in

Rebellion, and such like Notions ; but the

Reason of the Sword’s being drawn at that

Time was : 1. Because no War is pro-

claimed witho’ut a drawn Sword, and there

is no Reason that this should be singular

in this particular. 2. Because our re-

nowned Ancestors were constrained to

draw the Sword in the Defence of their

own Lives, and for the maintaining of a

true Presbyterian Covenanted Reforma-
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tion. On the Account of this alone, to wit
,

their adhering unto a true Presbyterian

Reformation, they were persecuted by that

cruel Tyrant Charles the Second, by taking

away their Lives, if they would not forsake

their Religion, and turn with the Tyrant

;

and they choosed rather to draw the Sword

in Defence of their Lives and their Religion,

than to relinquish their Religion : And our

drawing the Sword, is to testify to the

World
;
that we are one in Judgment with

them, and that we are to this Day willing

to maintain the same defensive War in de-

fending our Religion and ourselves against

all Opposers thereof, altho’ the Defence of

these should cost us our Lives, or any

Thing that is most dear to us ; and this we

have sufficient Warrant for, lJsal. xciv. 16.

If these be not Evil-doers, who punish

Persons for adhering to the true Cause of

God, we know not who are. Matth. x. 28.

Luke xxii. 36. Acts iv. 19, 20. Lev. xii.

11. The 3d Reason why the Sword was

drawn at the Time, was, because it hath

been the Practice of the faithful witnessing

Remnant, to renew the Covenants with a

drawn Sword, and we are commanded to

follow the Footsteps of the Flock. Cant.

i. 8. We look upon those who resisted unto

Blood, striving against Sin, to be the only

true Flock of Christ in their Day
;
and as

such we desire to follow their Example in

this. This War is not offensive, but de-

fensive
;
not for falling upon Persons to

take away their Lives, but a defending our

Religion and ourselves from all unjust

Assaults of others
;
which is allowable unto

every Creature that hath Life.”

Mr. Craighead continued to preach to the

Covenanters in Eastern Pennsylvania for a

period of eight years, and frequently cor-

responded with the sister Church in Scot-

land for ministerial aid. Not receiving-

any assurance of help from that source, he

removed, in 1749, to Virginia, thence to

North Carolina, where his fame is immortal-

ized by the act of bis followers in the

framing of the First Declaration of Inde-

pendence, called the “ Mecklenburgh Dec-

laration,” at Charlotte, N. C., May, 1775.

In August, 1751, the Rev. John Cuth-

bertson arrived in Pennsylvania as the

first missionary to this country, having

been sent out by the Scottish Church. He
resided at Octoraro, and assumed a super-

intending control over all the societies,

making a circuit on horseback through

Pennsylvania, Maryland, New York and

Massachusetts every few months, which he

repeated for twenty-two years.

In 1759, the Rev. Alexander McDowell,

of Pelham, Mass., left the Presbyterian

Church and joined Mr. Cuthbertson in his

arduous labors. He was called to the

Rock Creek congregation (Gettysburg),

but declined it, soon returned to New
England, and was lost to the Church.

In 1766, the Rev. Daniel McLelland was

sent out by the Irish Church. He soon

wearied of the physical hardships and

unpopular testimony, and went to New
England, where he connected with the

Congregational Association.

In 1772, the Rev. William Martin came

out from Ii’eland, with a colony, and settled

in Chester District, S. C.

In 1773, Elder William Brown, of Pax-

tang, at his own expense, went as a Com-
missioner to Ireland, to secure ministerial

aid, as the cause in this country was being

greatly advanced. He was successful in

securing the Revs. Alexander Dobbin and

Matthew Linn, who arrived in December,

1773. Revs. Cuthbertson, Dobbin and

Linn now constituted the

First Reformed Presbytery in America,

at Paxtang, Pa., March 10, 1774. Each
minister was then assigned to his circuit,

as follows : Cuthbertson installed over

Middle Octoraro, and to supply Pequea,

Muddy Run, Lower Chanceford and Phila-

delphia. Linn installed over Paxtang and
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Conococheague, and to supply Great Cove
and adjacent societies. Dobbin installed

over Rock Creek, and conduct an Academy
at Gettysburg. As opportunity afforded,

any one of the ministers was to visit Wall-

kill, Albany and Cambridge, N. Y. Mo-
nongahela, Pa., was visited once by Cutli-

bertson, and probably by Dobbin.

During the Revolutionary War, all the

Covenanters took an important part in

bringing about national independence. The
ministers frequently preached in the camps

of the soldiers, and no less than thirteen

Covenanters in Eastern Pennsylvania were

officers in the Continental Army. The
writer having in his possession a copy of

Rev. John Cuthbertson’s diary in full, most

valuable information is derived from it.

In 1777, the Covenanters swore allegiance

to the Colonies, as required by law. In

his diary Mr. Cutlxbertson makes this

record of it :
“ July 2, 1777, in the barn of

Capt. Paxton, swore fidelity to the State,

with others, after speaking on swearing,

and praying.—J. C.” The following paper

has come down to us as the form of the

oath, and was taken by Thomas Wilson,

one of the elders at Gettysburg, as

follows

:

“York Count?, ss. :

“I do hereby Certify, that Thomas Wil-

son hath voluntarily taken and subscribed

the Oath of Allegiance and Fidelity, as

directed by an Act of the General Assem-

bly of Pennsylvania, passed the 13th day

of June, A.D. 1777. Witness my Hand
and Seal, the Tenth Day of October, Anno
Domini, 1777.

“ Thomas Douglas, [l. s.]
”

In August, 1780, the Rev. David Telfair,

recently from Scotland, and of the old

Burgher Church, connected with the Re-

formed Presbytery, and preached mostly

in Philadelphia. For at least five years

conferences had been held with the Asso-

ciate Church, looking towards a union. It

was so far agreed upon in 1780 that the

ministers of the two churches exchanged

pulpits and assisted each other at com-
munions. Matthew Linn held out against

the union, and it was thereby delayed. At
last the following basis of union was agreed

upon at a conference held June 13, 1782,

and the Reformed Presbytery and Asso-

ciate Church were coalesced into the Asso-

ciate Reformed Church, at the house of

William Richards, in Philadelphia, Novem-
ber 1, 1782

:

Basis of Union.

1. That Jesus Christ died for the elect

only.

2. That there is an appropriation in the

nature of faith.

3. That the Gospel is indiscriminately

addressed to sinners of mankind.

4. That the righteousness of Christ is

the alone proper condition of the Covenant

of grace.

5. That civil power originates from God
the Creator, and not from Christ the

Mediator.

6. That the administration of the king-

dom of Providence is committed to Jesus

Christ the Mediator
;
and magistracy, the

ordinance appointed by the moral Gov-

ernor of the world to be the pillar or prop

of civil order among men, as well as other

things, is rendered subservient by the

Mediator to the welfare of His spiritual

kingdom, the Church, and beside the

Church has the sanctified use of that aud

every common benefit, through the grace

of our Lord Jesus Christ.

7. That the law of nature and the moral

law revealed in Scripture are substantially

the same, although the latter expresses the

will of God more evidently and clearly than

the former ;
and therefore magistrates

among Christians ought to be regulated by

the general directory of the Word as to

the execution of their offices in faithfulness

and righteousness.
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8. That the qualifications of justice, ve-

racity, &c., required in the law of nature for

the being of a magistrate, are also more

clearly and explicitly revealed as necessary

in Scripture. But a religious test, any

farther than an oath of fidelity, can never

be essentially necessary to the being of a

magistrate, except when the people make

it a condition of government ; then it may
be among that people ne6essary by their

own voluntary deed.

1). That both parties, when united, shall

adhere to the Westminster Confession of

Faith, Catechisms Larger and Shorter,

Director}' for Worship, and Propositions

concerning Church Government.

10. That they shall claim the full exer-

cise of church discipline, without depend-

ence on foreign judicatories.

All of the four ministers, about forty-

five ruling elders, and seven hundred

members were swept out of the Covenanter

Church. Elder John Anderson, of Middle

Octoraro congregation (who afterwards re-

moved to Westmoreland Co., and was an

original elder in the old Thompson’s Bun
congregation), and Elders James Bell and

William Galbraith, of Conococheague con-

gregation, together with less than one

hundred members, composed the remnant

from which our present Church derived its

existence. Their faithfulness should be

kept in grateful remembrance. The little

societies in Cumberland and Franklin Coun-

ties began their “correspondences,” and

thus kept alive for ten years the Testimony

of a Covenanted Church. In reading their

“Minutes” one is impressed with their in-

telligence and tenacity in. matters of order

and principle. After the union a lengthy

document was sent over by the Scottish

Synod, in which they review the basis of

agreement, condemn the course pursued

by the ministers, and encourage the faith-

ful remnant to adherence to the Testimony

until they can send ministerial assistance.

Thus closes the first epoch in our history,

with little to encourage as to the future of

the Church. W. M. Glasgow.

Beaver Falls, Pa.

A SKETCH OF THE LIFE OF
DR. METHENY.

The name at the head of this paper is an

honored one in the Church. It is right

that it should be. Dr. Metheny was more
than thirty years prominent and zeal-

ous in the Church’s services as a mis-

sionary. He was a burning and a shining

light. He entered the field as a medical

missionary in 1861, and died in the field in

the month of June, 1897. The Church re-

posed confidence in his judgment and in-

tegrity, for, like Moses, he was faithful in

all the work intrusted to him.

The subject of our sketch was born near

Portersville, Beaver County, Pa., October

16, 1836. On the early death of his

parents in 1838 David Metheny found a

home with his grandparents—Moses and

Hannah Metheny. Three years later his

grandfather died, leaving him under the

guardianship of his grandmother, a pru-

dent woman, with whom he remained until

he was fifteen, .then went to live with his dis-

tinguished uncle, Dr. S. A. Sterrett, of Pitts-

burg, Pa. His mother, when ou her death-

bed, had requested her brother, who was
then just about to enter Jefferson Medi-

cal College, to have her son educated if

he should be spared. Accordingly David

Metheny took his course in Allegheny

College, read medicine with Dr. Sterrett,

and in 1861 graduated from Jefferson.

He began practice in Pittsburg, and dis-

tinguished himself first by the rapidity and

skill with which he cared for the injured in

a railway accident. In response to the call

of the Governor of Pennsylvania, he volun-

teered his services for the care of the

wounded of the Northern army in the

siege of Richmond. He was placed in
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charge of the hospitals, or perhaps a divi-

sion of them, as a result of an incident

which well illustrates a phase of his char-

acter. While waiting for assignment to a

place, he was, with others, watching the

amputation of a man’s, fingers
;
the ames-

thetic having been carelessly and too freely

administered, as it would appear, the oper-

ating surgeon gave the patient over to the

buriers as dead. Dr. Metheny immediately

protested, took the case in hand, and re-

stored the dead man to life

!

Dr. Metheny acquired the use of the

Arabic with ease, but lacked opportunity to

perfect himself in it.

After nine years of missionary service

Dr. Metheny was ordained to the ministry

by the Pittsburg Presbytery. He had been

ordained to the eldership by the congrega-

tion of Pittsburg and Allegheny previous

to his first departure for Syria. Though
as a preacher he was neither brilliant nor

oratorical, his discourses were always in-

structful and helpful, and he not unfre-

quently spoke with a power and unction

that were enviable. He was an ardent

minister, seizing eveiw opportunity to speak

of Christ. He was instant in season and

out of season, preaching to his servants,

his workmen, his visitors, to those with

whom he had business, and to all with

whom he was in any way brought in con-

tact, even to Turkish officials : with all this

his methods were never abrupt, nor his

manner in the slightest degree offensive.

Though the last seven years of his life

were years of weakness and pain, they were

very far from being years of idleness.

Scarcely a Sabbath passed that he did not

preach, though too feeble to stand. In

addition to this he saw and prescribed for

an average of not less than twenty patients

a day, of whom the majority were of the

miserably poor, and often this was while

he himself was lying sick in bed. Besides

these regular duties he had many otherMEIiSINA, ASIA MINOR.
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HOME OF LATE DR. METHENY DURING CLOSING YEARS OF Ills LIFE.

cares aud responsibilities, as in the over-

sight of the erection of buildings, which, in

the judgment of the missionaries, were al-

most essential to the carrying on of the

work, and affairs of the most delicate char-

acter with the Turkish Government. Dur-

ing these years he was constantly antici-

pating sudden death. In his sermons he

frequently alluded to it, but always as one

who had his peace made up with God, and

for whom death had no terrors. In March,

1896, he preached a discourse in both Arabic

and English on the subject of the final

judgment, which was spoken of by many as

one of the most impressive they had ever

heard.

Dr. Metheny was twice married—first to

Miss Emma Gregg, of Allegheny, daugh-

ter of Elder David Gregg, a lovely but ex-

tremely delicate woman
;

afterwards to

Miss Mary E. Dodds, daughter of Rev. R.

J. Dodds. He had two sons and two

daughters by his first marriage. The elder

daughter became the wife of the mission-

ary, A. J. Dodds, M. D. The younger died

in childhood. The elder son is the medical

missionary in the Tarsus field, the younger

is a physician in Philadelphia, Pa. Six

children were the fruit of the second mar-

riage, one of whom died in infancy.

Dr. Metheny’s appearance was striking;

his face was of so uncommon a type that it

would be remembered. He was an observ-

ant person and his glance was penetrating,

but his countenance was most kind and

sympathetic. In stature Dr. Metheny was

5 feet 10^- inches; in weight about 170

pounds. He was a splendid athlete. In

temperament nervous, sometimes impa-

tient, especially with phlegmatic people.

His last years of weakness were a severe

trial, but he bore the trial uncomplain-

ingly-

The Turks probably never found a more
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difficult man to handle. He outmatched

them in the formalities of etiquette, for

which they are such sticklers, and when
they were forced to lay aside their duplic-

ity and declare war openly against him, he

always accepted their challenge fearlessly,

and never left the field of contest without

the palm of victory. Dr. Metheny was a

stranger to physical fear, and a man of

dauntless moral courage. Incidents could

be multiplied illustrative of this. He would

have faced a lion, or any number of lion-

like men, without flinching. With this he

had a lively sympathy for other’s in danger,

and for the timid. Every kind of distress

touched his heart. And he was not only

sympathetic, but to the extent of his power

helpful. He was beneficent as well as be-

nevolent. He was as the shadow of a rock

in a weary land.

As a physician and surgeon he had no

superior—perhaps no equal—within the

realm of the Sultan. To the missionaries

of our own and other churches, as well as

to the poor natives, his skillful services

were an untold blessing. The Sultan’s in-

come would have been no recompense for

them.

Dr. Metheny was a simple man, but broad-

minded ;
he loved the truth, and would not

hold any position that he was not persuaded

could be maintained by sound and scrip-

tural argument. He was pre-eminently a

man of faith. His faith was like a moun-

tain, from the height of which he would

reach down a strong hand to help others

climb, and from its delectable heights point

out to them the future glories of Christ’s

kingdom. He was deeply spiritual, earn-

estly prayerful, proverbially hospitable, in-

tensely practical. As a boy on the farm,

he learned to do both house and field work.

He learned something also of masonry, car-

pentry, and blacksmithing. He was a fine

singer, and a good player on the violin.

All his varied knowledge he turned to ac-

count in the mission field. All the lines of

his practical life were laid down in God.

Those familiar with him assert that in

childhood he never manifested anger— that

he never merited, at least never received,

correction. They admit, though, that he

was full of mischief—playful mischief. As
a specimen : On one occasion he placed a

false face in the pork barrel with the design

of frightening his grandmother. On the

whole, he was a good boy, respectful and

obedient. When he returned once from

Dr. Sterrett’s to pay a visit to his grand-

mother unannounced, she exclaimed on see-

ing him: “Here comes my dear boy that

never said a saucy word to me in his life.”

A grateful testimony surely for him to wear

as a diadem upon his brow. Contrary to

the usual custom of children, the very first

time he spoke he uttered a full sentence,

“ Give me that book,” with the full assur-

ance of one to wiiom the use of speech

was no novelty.

Dr. Metheny was a missionary who was

interested in every form of Christian activ-

ity, and alive to the importance of every

line of the Church’s work. It is an inter-

esting fact that it was at his request Dr. J.

M. Willson wrote and introduced the ad-

mirable form of amendment for the United

States constitution, adopted by the National

Reform Association, in a convention held

shortly before Dr. Metheny left for the

mission field. That amendment was vir-

tually the same as the well-known formula

still so popular with national reformers.

Throughout his last long painful sick-

ness our brother’s patience shone forth

conspicuously ; his replies to inquiries as

to his condition were uniformly cheerful.

How extremely feeble his condition was was

manifest when he had to lay aside the He-

brew Psalter and the Greek New Testa-

ment, two books that had been his constant

companions day and night for years.

He fell asleep in Jesus the fourth day of
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June, 1897. He was one of those of whom
the Spirit says : “ They shall shine as the

brightness of the firmament, and as the

stars forever and forever and again,

“ Blessed are the dead that die in the

Lord.” His last words were, “ I long to be

with Jesus.”

“ Now dust to dust, we gently lay thee down.

Thy glory was the Cross, now wear the Crown
Jeweled with souls as is the starry night

With silvery blossoms calm, and deep the light.

Such was thy Gospel for our night of sin.

Such saved thy soul, and many more will win.”

R. J. Dodds.

VITAL STATISTICS.

It is now forty-one years since the first

missionaries of the Reformed Presbyterian

Church were sent out. During that time

the Church has sent 26 laborers. Add to

these the wives of missionaries and one

laborer sent out by a sister Synod, and

afterwards transferred to our Board, and

the total number in the field has been 44.

The men may be divided into three

classes, and the women likewise

:

1. Ministers 9

2. Physicians 5

3. Minister and physician 1

15

1. Wives of missionaries 16

2. Teachers 9

3. Those who have been in both classes

above named 4

29

During these forty-one years there have

been 10 deaths among the adults. Five of

these have been men—three from class 1,

one from 2, and one from 3.

Five have been women—four from class

1 and one from 3.

The deaths among the men have been

one-third of the whole number, those among
the women five twenty-ninths. The deaths

among the ministers have been one-third

of their number, and of missionaries’ wives

one-fourth. Of these 10 deaths, one was an

accident ; the others were from natural

causes, but only two from diseases peculiar

to the country. All but two of these deaths

took place on the field.

Of the 10 deaths, eight were in the La-

takia field, one in Antioch and one in Mer-

sina. One of the deaths among the wives of

missionaries took place in the United

States. Miss Carson also died in the

United States, but as it was after her con-

nection with the Mission had ceased I have

not included it.

During this time there have been six res-

ignations from the male force, and six from

the female. Of the former three were re-

appointed. Of the latter four were mar-

ried to missionaries. Of these four one

was transplanted to Damascus to the Pres-

byterian Mission, two to the field of the

sister Synod of Ireland, and one remained

in our own Mission. Of these twelve res-

ignations, three were for family reasons,

and three from loss of health.

The following table will show the com-

parative length of time spent in the field

by each one

:

David Metheny.

1864 to 1882, Latakia.

1862 to 1897, Tarsus field.

1864 to 1873, physician.

1873, ordained minister. . . .33^ yrs.

Rebecca Crawford Martin.

1866 to 1879, Latakia.

1879 to 1896, Antioch.

13 years teacher 30 yrs,

Mary E. (Dodds) Metheny.

1871 to 1882, Latakia.

1882 to 1897, Tarsus field.

6 years teacher 25£ yrs.

Joseph Beattie.

In Damascus, etc., 1858 or 59.

Minister 1856 to 1878, Latakia.

Resigned. Reappointed 1880

to 1883, Latakia 24£ yrs.
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Martha R. Wylie.

1875 to 1897, Latakia 22 yrs.

Mrs. Ellen L. Beattie.

1856 to 1878, Latakia

(deceased) 21^ yrs.

Henry Easson.

1872 to 1892, Latakia.

Resigned. Reappointed

1896 to Cyprus 21^ yrs.

Mrs. Mary J. Easson 21£ yrs.

Evadna M. Sterrett.

1881 to 1882, Latakia.

1882 to 1897, Tarsus field. . .16 yrs.

In Damascus, Zahleh and the

Lebanon till 1858 or 59.

R. J. Dodds, Sr.

1856 to 1867, Latakia.

1867 to 1870, Aleppo (dec’d)... 14 yrs.

Mrs. Letitia M. Dodds 14 yrs.

Mrs. Emma G. Metheny.

1864 to 1876, Latakia

(deceased). 12 yrs.

Maggie B. Edgar.

1886 to 1897, Latakia 11 yrs.

James M. Balph.

1887 to 1897, Latakia.

Physician 10 yrs.

Mrs. Elzina J. Balph.

1887 to 1892, Latakia

(deceased) 5 yrs.

Willia A. Dodds.

1887 to 1889, Latakia.

1889

to 1892, Mersina.

1892 to 1895, Latakia 8 yrs.

Reappointed 1896.

Matron Latakia Hospital 1 yr.

James S. Stewart.

1888 to 1897, Latakia.

Minister 9 yrs.

Mrs. M. E. Stewart 9 yrs.

William Sproull.

1879 to 1886, Latakia.

Minister .6^ yrs.

Mrs. E. C. Sproull 6£ yrs.

Lillie B. Joseph.

1887 to 1892, Mersina 5 yrs.

R. J. Dodds, Jr.

1890 to 1896, Mersina 5 yrs.

Reappointed 1897. Minister.

Mrs. Jennie G. Dodds 5 yrs.

Mrs. M. R. McCarroll.

1890 to 1892, Latakia 2 yrs.

(Now Mrs. Crawford, in Da-

mascus.)

J. Boggs Dodds.

1892 to 1897, Suadia.

Minister 5 yrs.

Mrs. M. M. Dodds 5 yrs.

Archie J. Dodds.

1881 to 1885.

Physician. Lost at sea 4 yrs.

W. M. Moore.

1893 to 1896, Suadia.

1896 to 1897, Cyprus.

Physician 4 yrs.

Mrs. Iy. Moore 4 yrs.

Lizzie MoNaughton.

1893 to 1897, Latakia 4 yrs.

(Now in Mersina.)

Jennie B. Dodds.

1893 to 1897, Mersina 4 yrs.

(Now Mrs. Kennedy, in Antioch.)

Mrs. P. A. Balph.

1896 to 1897, Latakia 1 yr.

S. A. S. Metheny.

1896 to 1897, Mersina.

Physician 1 yr.

Mrs. M. S. Metheny 1 yr.

J. R. W. Stevenson.

1891

to 1892, Cyprus.

Minister Less than 1 yr.

Mrs. Maggie A. Stevenson..Less than 1 yr.

S. R. Galbraith.

1871 to 1872, Latakia.

Minister (deceased) 6 mos.

Mrs. Anna R. Galbraith 6 mos.

Mary Carson.

1879 to 18S0, Latakia 6 mos.

Arthur Foster.

1893 to 1894, Cyprus 6 mos.

Physician.

Mrs. M. Foster 6 mos.
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Miss Meta Cunningham.

1896 to 1897, Suadia 1 yr.

Under Joint Committee of Irish

and Scotch Synods, 1882 to

1896.

Mrs. E. M. Mizpah Dodds.

Came to Syria in 1864 a child of 9

months ; was married in 1882 to

Dr. A. J. Dodds
;
died in 1885.

Of the whole number, 22 have spent all

their mission life in the Latakia field, five

in tbe Mersina field, and four in Cyprus.

Five have been first in the Latakia field,

then in Mersina
;
four in Latakia first, then

in Cyprus ;
two in Latakia, and afterwards

in Aleppo.

Resignations—three from Mersina, two

from Cyprus, and seven from Latakia. One
reappointment was in the Latakia field, one

in Mersina
;

one minister resigned from

Latakia, reappointed to Cyprus.

Of the three pioneer missionaries, R. J.

Dodds was 34 years of age when he went

out, Joseph Beattie 27, and David Metheny
28. Their respective ages at the time of

their deaths were 48, 54 and 60.

There were 61 children in the 15 fami-

lies connected with the Mission. Of these

14 died in infancy and ^hildhood, and four

in adult years. Seven of the former and

one of the latter are buried in Latakia,

three of the former in Damascus, twro in

the United States, one in Mersina, and one

at sea. One of the latter lies in Penn-

sylvania, one in Central America, and one in

the sea. These three are all of one family.

Of 19 adults of these 61 children, five

have been or are in the Foreign Mission

service.

Twenty-two of the missionaries were

Pennsylvanians, four New Yorkers, two

Ohioans, six Kansans, three Iowans, and

one from Delaware.

In looking over these items we may see

that though the mortality among the chil-

dren is perhaps a little greater than in the

United States, that among the adults is

not. So that we do not need to regard it

as a dangerous calling with regard to

health. In the 31 years during which 11

lady teachers have been sent out, not a

death has occurred among them.

Mary E. Metheny.

CONSECRATION*
WHAT IT IS—WHAT IT DOES.

The key word of the Y. P. S. C. E. is

consecration. It is the heart of the pledge,

the life of the prayer-meeting, the soul of

all committee work.

Consecration is sacredness all over ; not

in spots merely, but through and through.

We are far too apt to be content with being

partially sacred—holding ten minutes a day

sacred to prayer, fifteen minutes to the

study of the Word, a half hour to Chris-

tian service, or setting apart one-tenth of

our income to the Lord’s work. Conse-

cration requires all this, and much more.

It demands that no minute of the day be

without the spirit of prayer, that the Word
be taken as the man of our counsel and

be our meditation all the day ; that all our

service or business be transformed into the

Father’s business
;
that all of our goods be

held at God’s instant disposal; in short,

that we be perfect—as perfect in our

sphere as God is in His. Consecration is

the simplest and plainest, and yet the most

difficult of all Christian duties. It is actu-

ally the hardest thing in the world, viz.,

to give up. And, at bottom, it involves the

surrender or giving up of but one thing,

viz., the will. When we can honestly,

sincerely, and without any reservation of

desire, pray Thy will be done, and not

mine
,
then all is done. By that one act

our time is consecrated—our talents, our

brain, our ambition, our affection, our

strength, our money, our plans

—

everything.

To illustrate : the engineer on one of our

*Remarks made at Fourth Annual Y. P. S. C. E. Conven-
tion of Pittsburg Presbytery, November

,
1897.
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R. R. trains does not work the driving

wheels of the locomotive, nor the piston

rod, nor the safety valves, nor the steam

exhaust
;
he works only the lever. If a

thief lays his hand upon that lever, in an

instant every part of the locomotive be-

comes thievish and runs away
; but the

moment the lawful engineer touches it

again, every part of it becomes law-abiding.

The lever controls the engine. In like

manner, the will is the quiet, powerful

lever controlling all the complicated ma-

chinery of our lives. And once it has been

surrendered to God, it is guided by the

lawful Governor of all, and hence our lives

are sacred—consecrated. But what is it

to be reconsecrated ? Surely it does not

imply that having once surrendered our

wills to God, we can take back the gift and

make it over again, by surrendering anew.

That would be an impossibility. It is

rather a recognition of the fact that there

is in consecration an element of growth, as

well as an element of surrender. And it is

of benefit to its participants much after the

style that the celebration of a sacred mar-

riage anniversary is beneficial to the wed-

ded parties. It makes clearer the duties

as well as the joys of their first consecra-

tion. But once can we yield ourselves to

be the Lord’s, yet it takes a lifetime to un-

derstand the full meaning of that act, to

assume its full responsibilities and reap its

full reward. Hence the necessity and

value of reconsecration.

Consecration will do for us all things

needful. It will guide our lives aright. It

will solve for us a multitude of otherwise

perplexing problems, such as theatre-going,

and dancing, and card-playing, etc., etc. A
consecrated person will have neither time

nor disposition to indulge in such things.

His will be the Father’s business. More-

over, it will give peace, joy, power. It is

so peaceful to put the reins of one’s life

into Christ’s hands. No more choices to

make, since He makes them ; no more bur-

dens to bear, since He bears them; no

more fretting about our lot, since He
makes all things work together for our

good. Consecration will most effectually

cure and prevent the blues. It is not only

curative and preventive, not only passive,

but also active. Hence it gives joy, genu-

ine and abiding. The worldling has joy,

but it is like the brilliancy of the bubble,

that bursts at the touch of the finger of

sorrow, or sickness, or death
;
while the joy

of the consecrated soul is like the brilliancy

of the sapphire, whose rays are made the

more brilliant by passing through the fur-

nace. But the greatest of all things it does

is to give power for service. It allies the

soul to Christ, through whose strength the

consecrated one can do all things. It

makes us as strong for the doing of those

things He will have us do, as He Himself;

just as the burning glass, for the purpose

of its task, is as strong as the sun, from

which it receives its heat.

Let us pray fervently for consecration,

complete and entire
;
and labor earnestly,

by repeated reconsecrations, to come to a

full understanding of its duties and joys.

J. S. Martin.

GOD IN HIS WORD.

A man was found in Burma who pos-

sessed a copy of the Psalms, in Burmese,

which had been left behind by a traveler-

stopping at his house. Before he had

finished the first reading of the book he

resolved to cast his idols away. For

twenty years he worshiped the eternal

God revealed to him in the Psalms, using

the fiftj’-first, which he had committed to

memory, as a daily prayer. Then a mis-

sionary appeared and gave him a copy of

the New Testament. The story of salvation

through Jesus Christ brought great joy to

his heart, and he said : “For twenty years I

have walked by starlight; now I see the sun.”
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EDITORIAL NOTES.

—Attention is called to the new name of

the Herald of Mission News and the sym-

bolism that has been appropriated to set

forth the design of its appearance under

that name. The mission of Olive Trees is

to preach a whole Christ for the salvation

of the world. The landscape on the cover

is reproduced from a recent photograph of

the Mount of Olives as viewed from the

city of Jerusalem, a scene inseparably in-

terwoven with some of the most touching

incidents in the earthly ministry of our

Saviour. In the foreground is a drawing

of Zechariah’s vision of the golden candle-

stick, with an olive tree planted on either

side of it. The trees are copied, with slight

modifications, from a woodcut in Wright’s

“ Bampton Lectures ” on the prophecies of

Zechariah, and are said to “ have been

drawn true to nature.” And the candle-

stick portrays, as clearly as possible, our

conception of the picture on which the eyes

of the prophet fell when awakened out of

sleep.

Nowhere in Scripture, as it seems to us,

is there a more vivid and significant sym-

bol of the Redeemer executing the offices

of prophet, priest and king. Through the

instrumentality of the Church in its indi-

vidual and collective membership, of which

He is the Living Head, here represented

under the expressive imagery of a bowl full

of oil that is conveyed through seven tubes

(Zech. 4 : 2) to seven lamps or burners,

He is revealing, as a prophet, the will of

God to men for their salvation. The way
in which the Church is qualified as His

representative to carry forward the doing

and teaching that He began during His

ministry on earth, is by a constant supply

of the anointing Spirit, communicated

through the channel of word and ordi-

nances in the execution of His priestly and

kingly offices, here represented under the

figure of two olive trees drawing life and

nourishment from the soil and pouribg

fresh oil into channels (Zech. 4 : 12), not

closed pipes, but open channels that convey

it to the bowl.

This view of the vision is in exact har-

mony with the teaching of the prophet

when, further on in this record of wondrous

revelations made to him, he speaks of our

Lord as a “priest upon His throne.” And
what said our Saviour to the eleven before

He left them? “It is expedient for you that

I go away ;
for, if I go not away, the Com-

forter will not come unto you
;
but, if I

depart, I will sendHim unto you"—the ex-

ercise of Ills kingly authority. In the

same discourse He promises : “/ will pray

the Father
,
and He shall give you another

Comforter, that He may abide with you for-

ever—the exercise of His priestly interces-

sion. The oil is represented as flowing,

not out of one or more vessels that would

sooner or later be exhausted, but from liv-

ing trees. So the Saviour says to the mem-
bers of His mystical body :

“ Because I live,

ye shall live also.” And the apostle says to

believers :
“ In Him dwelleth the fulness

of the Godhead bodily, and ye are complete

in Him, which is the Head of all principal-

ity and power.” When the Lord ascended

up on high, He received gifts for men
which He will not fail to communicate to

the Church more and more largely. In

this way He will enable us to keep the

light of truth burning amid all the opposi-

tion of enemies. Look at the lamp of the

early Christian Church, not extinguished

by the fury of the ten persecutions of im-

perial Rome. Look at the Waldensian

Church, that some one has likened to “a
star gleaming lonely but brilliant amid the

fastnesses of the Alps during the dark
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night of papal ascendency in Europe.”

Look at the Covenanter Church in Scot-

land, when the lamp of divine truth was

held forth by a few faithful men at the sac-

rifice of property and life. And what has

been found true in the past will be proved

true in the future.

With the Lord Jesus is the residue of

the Spirit, and He has engaged to confer

this source and substance of all blessing

with the utmost plenitude. “I will pour

water upon him that is thirsty, and floods

upon the dry ground. I will pour My
Spirit upon thy seed and My blessing upon

thine offspring, and they shall grow as

among the grass and as willows by the

watercourses.” Nothing that can con-

tribute to the progress of the truth, the

spirituality of His faithful people, and the

honor of His name, shall ever be wanting

in the ordering of His mediatorial do-

minion. The olive trees were one on the

right and the other on the left side of the

candlestick, their fruitful branches extend-

ing over it, and in like manner the Lord is

near to and overshadows the Church, hold-

ing in one hand the sceptre of universal

supremacy, and in the other the censer of

prevalent intercession. He whom minis-

tering hosts adore is at our side in all the

glory of His almighty power, and in His

boundless grace and mercy, to save from

sin and fit for service.

In what has been said there is nothing

new. What more than once we have spoken

and written is repeated here to explain the

meaning of the new name given to the

Herald of Mission News, and to empha-

size the purpose of its existence. It lives

to preach Jesus Christ always, everywhere,

and in all His offices, seeking in this di-

vinely appointed way to win men away

from sin and bring the world to a loyal

recognition of His rightful authority. In

this, as in every other undertaking, our

one reliance is the Holy Spirit.

—We are glad to be able to give in this

issue the long-promised sketch of the life

and labors of the late Dr. Metheny. Ac-

companying it is a view of Mersina, in

which can be seen, to the right of the

steamer lying at anchor in the harbor, the

home in which he lived for years, and where
the work that he inaugurated in Asia Minor
is still carried on. A separate picture of the

building is also given, showing the rooms
that look out on the Mediterranean Sea. A
white cross marks the apartment where he

lay, a patient sufferer, for so many months,

and out of which his happy spirit passed at

last to be with the Lord, whose he was and

whom he served. '

—There have been mailed to us, and

passed on to the Treasurer, the following

personal contributions to Foreign Missions

:

Mrs. Mary E. Alexander $2.00

Belle Center, O.

Rev. S., J. Crowe 10.00

Warren, O.

The last named is a special offering to

help make up the overdraft on the Treas-

ury. It is very gratifying to know that

many are deeply interested in this matter

and are determined to do everything in

their power to relieve the pressure. We
take the liberty of publishing from con-

fidential communications the wise words of

two wise women, whose lives prove that

they have at heart the missionary cause.

One says :
“ I feel afraid under this cloud

of debt. Can there not be some earnest,

prayerful measure taken by which we may
enter the New Year free of debt, with

gifts of rejoicing in our homes?” Her
suggestion is that some one should seek

guidance to go forth and arouse the

Church, promising her prayers, and those

of many others, for success. The other

writes :
“ The Herald of Mission News is

just to hand, with its saddening refrain of

debt, debt, debt. ... As the Arabs

say, ‘ Peace to your lips ’ for your words
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on football. Even were it not for its dan-

gers and brutality, why should so much
money be spent in that way, while the

work of the Master languishes ? ” We
could name one woman who devotes three-

tenths of her income to the Lord, and are

acquainted with many who are careful to

set apart at least a full tithe. If all, rich

and poor alike, would give in the same

proportion, there would never be any defi-

cit in the Treasuries of the Church.

—The Ladies’ Missionary Society of Oil

Creek congregation have sent us, through

their pastor, thirty dollars—a yearly con-

tribution, to support half a bed in Dr.

Balph’s hospital at Latakia.

—The following contributions have been

received from the young women of the

R. P. Church towards the salary of their

missionary for a sixth year :

Mrs. J. C. Taylor $5.20
E. Craftsbury, O.

Mrs. Jane E. Pitblado 5.20
Boston, Mass.

Miss Maggie M. Brady 5.20
Gardner’s Creek, N. B.

Miss Susan W. Wiggins 5.20
Philadelphia, Pa.

L. M. S., Miller’s Run, Pa 12.50

L. M. S., Oakdale, 111 12.50

Miss Maggie B. Atchison 3.65
Olathe, Kan.

Mrs. J. B. Williamson 3.65
Camden, Me.

Miss Lizzie McNaughton 5.20
Mersina, Asia Minor.

Not received in time for last year:

Mrs. Mattie Patton 3.65
Evans, Colo.

Mrs. Kate J. Moore (3 years) 15.60
Larnaca, Cyprus.

Mrs. Holmes Walker 12.50
Baltimore, Md.

Miss Maggie N. Brady 5.20
Gardner’s Creek, N. B.

The following pledges have also been

paid towards the salary of Pastors’ Mis-

sionary for a fifth year:

Rev. J. R. W. Stevenson $15.00
Eskridge, Kan.

Rev. T. P. Robb $20.00

Linton, la.

Rev. P. H. Wylie 5.00

Londonderry, O.

Rev. S. G. Connor 40.00

Venice, Pa.

Rev. J. C. Taylor 10.00

E. Craftsbury, Vt.

Rev. James Patton 5.00

Evans, Colo.

Rev. D. McKee (deceased) 15.00

Clarinda, la.

Rev. J. R. Latimer 3.30

Rose Point, Pa.

Not received in time for last .year

:

Rev. T. J. Allen 5 00
• Sterling, Kan.

Rev. A. Kilpatrick (2 years) 10.00

Valencia, Pa.

Four ministers have not sent in their

offering yet for last year.

Towards the salary of the Elders’ Mis-

sionary, for a fifth year, there have been

paid in the following amounts

:

Mr. W. R. Sterrett $10.00

Cedarville, O.

Mr. David Campbell 3.65

Lake Reno, Minn.

Mr. James Scott 5.00

Primrose, Pa.

Mr. J. H. Graham 3.65

Wyman, la.

Received too late for last year

:

Mr. Samuel Carmichael $5.00

Brooklyn, N. Y.

There are 114 ministers and 469 elders

in the Reformed Presbyterian Church,

chosen officers, who are to be examples to

the people in every good work. If these

men would double their own contributions

to the Foreign Missions this year, they

would be in a position to say to the congre-

gations intrusted to their care : “ What ye

have seen in us, do, and the God of peace

shall be with you.” The result would be

an offering on the part of the Church that

would extinguish the debt in a single hour.

Or, if each communicant, in the true spirit
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of self-denial and loyalty to Christ, would

give as a special offering for this purpose

the widow’s mite; that is, all that he has to

live on, or his net income, for one day, there

would be poured into the Treasury, with

the approval of the Divine Master, a sum
of money that would not only liquidate the

debt, but justify an immediate enlargement

of the work. It is no marvel that the world

is in darkness when the professed people

of God are in darkness as to their responsi-

bility for its enlightenment.

—The following description of the late

Dr. J. It. Willson as a pulpit orator is

clipped from advanced sheets of Rev. N.

R. Johnston’s forthcoming volume, “Look-

ing Back from the Sunset Land, or People

Worth Knowing ”

:

“ As a pulpit orator Dr. Willson had few,

if any, superiors. Large of frame, muscular

but not corpulent, with large brain, well-

cut features, piercing eyes, good lungs and

sonorous voice, full vocabulary and free-

dom of utterance, he prepossessed his

hearers before he had finished his introduc-

tion. And then he had so much of the ma-

jestic in his form and countenance, such a

clear and full perception of the great fact

and truths of the atonement, such an ap-

preciation of the glory and the beauty of

the atoning Mediator, and withal such a

towering imagination and so much of unc-

tion and pathos in his utterances, his ser-

mons had immense power to persuade. As

a logiciau he was only ordinary ; "of rhetoric

he was master. His closing paragraphs

were ordinarily the most sublime or power-

ful
;
and to him might have been applied

what Burke said of another :

1 His enthusi-

asm kindles as he advances
;
and when he

arrives at his peroration, it is in full blaze.’

As his God-given oratorical powers were

used with seeming unconsciousness when

in his discourses he dwelt upon the themes

of the cross or the kingdom of Christ, the

hearer, if interested in those themes, would

become so enthused as to be oblivious of

all else and afterwards awake as from a

dream. Such at least was the influence

felt by the writer when he heard Dr. Will-

son before he passed out of his prime.

Those who did not hear him until in his

declining years may have thought that his

greatness as a preacher had been overesti-

mated. And yet he did not always preach

great discourses. Occasionally he fell be-

low his ordinary sermons. Sometimes his

hearers would be disappointed. Great men
are not always great.”

—The Fleming H. Revell Company, New
York, Chicago and Toronto, have laid on

our table A Life for Africa, by Ellen C.

Parsons, A. M.

This book is a missionary biography of

unusual interest and value. It supplies,

in the life of Rev. Adolphus Clemens Good,

Ph. D ,
who died at his post in Equatorial

Africa, after twelve years of faithful serv-

ice, when only 38 years of age, a most im-

pressive example of entire consecration.

A man whose scholarly instincts and indus-

trious habits wrould have given him a high

position in the literary world at home, A.

C. Good counted even what was gain to

him but loss for Christ. If every young

man would read this volume, there would,

under the blessing of God, be fewer stay-

at-homes and more self-surrendered lives

for the foreign fields. The consecration

that it illustrates and enforces would lay

on the altar of God all the money needed

for the evangelization of the world.

The price is $1.25.

—The American Board Almanac for 1898

has been received. It contains all the ex-

cellencies that have made it so valuable in

former years. Everyone who wishes re-

liable facts for missionary addresses ought

lo nave it within reach. The price is only

10 cents, postpaid, or $1.00 a hundred. All

orders should be sent to Charles E. Swett,

Congregational House, Boston, Mass.
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